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Springtime is Fishing Time!!

What's INSIDE

* Location Change!! *

April meeting will be hosted
at Boater's Warehouse in
Janaf Shopping Center.




Leadership Notes... Publishers
Fellow Norfolk Anglers, NOTES

Editor:
We've got another great meeting planned at the Boater's Wendy Bransom
Warehouse at Janaf Shopping Center. The Staff at Boater's wbranfildes@gmail.com

Warehouse are hosting us with Pizza & Beverages for the club AND
offering a great discount for the evening! It's a perfect time to pick N AC
up a few items before the boating season hits high gear.

Will

MEETING

Guest Speakers :

Soon the Dogwoods will bloom
and that signals the start of Drum
season. Captain Bill Jenkins of

Legacy Charters is joining us to
discuss catching citation Red and
Black Drum. Fishing our coastal
Virginia waters for more than 26 years
as a Charter Captain, Capt Jenkins
will share his experience and tips for
landing big Red & Black Drum.

We also have Virginia Marine Police Officer Bill
Thompson joining us to talk about recreational &
commercial fishing regulations, enforcement,
safety, and how local anglers can assist the
Marine Police while out on the water. With more
than 28 years of law enforcement experience in
Hampton Roads, Officer Thompson patrols our
Atlantic coastal areas, James River, Chesapeake
Bay and the surrounding rivers.

Important:

Date of next meeting - Monday April 13 at 7 pm

Location:

Boater's Warehouse, 5764 E. Virginia Beach Blvd, Norfolk VA

OFFICERS

President:
Will Bransom
will.bransom@gmail.com

Vice President

Iva Nicolo
kinicolo@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Ned Smith

neds9610@aol.com

Secretary:
Ike Eisenhower
jeisenhower2@cox.net

Events Coordinator:
Jason Nicolo
jrn2003@gmail.com

Assistant Events Coordinator:

Matt Butler
butler matt14@hotmail.com

Guard/Greeter:
Ben Capps
obbco@obbcosafety.supply.com

Member at Large:
Tom Hubert
thubert57@hotmail.com

Past President
Neal Taylor
jtsacadoo@yahoo.com

Webmaster:

Pat Hirsch
pfhirsch@yahoo.com



Location: Boaters Warehouse at

JANAF Shopping Center;
5764 E. Virginia Beach Blvd, Norfolk

Time: 7:00pm

Boaters Warehouse is hosting us
with Pizza and offering a discount
for the evening!




The day started at 0530 with a quick trip to the Norfolk Canyon for Tilefish. A little bit choppy in the morning and
beautifully calm in the afternoon. We fished the Norfolk Canyon using squid, cut mackerel, and false albacore on double
bottom rigs. The Spiny Dogfish Sharks were thick, as they are this time of year. Water temperatures on the way out to
that Canyon averaged 38-42deg and once at the Canyon 52-54deg. Turned

out to be a short day so we could return in time for the Club Meeting, but it

was tempting to stay until late. We ended up with 18 Blueline Tilefish and

caught MANY Dodfish along the way.

- Will Bransom

March 24th: VMRC voted to roll back the prices of
Recreational Saltwater Fishing Licenses to the 2014
pricing levels effective April 1st. As reported in the
January Wireline, VMRC increased the 2015 Licensing
fees to make up for a funding shortfall from the
Virginia General Assembly. Licenses purchased
between January 1st and March 31st are NOT eligible
for a refund of the difference.

Want to be heard on this?? Let VMRC know at the
April 28th Public Hearing.



9 MAR: Didn't fish the whole month of Feb with this terrible winter we've been having. Finally got a break
in the weather Monday and crewed up with Benji, David, Chris, Mike, and Don. Water temps are still
very cold. Bay was 35, triangles was only 39 but did reach 54 at the Norfolk Canyon. Curtains and heat
made the ride out comfortable. Blueline fishing was tough starting out with a 5 dogs to 1 tile ratio until we
found better pockets of tile so just did shorter drifts to stay on the meat. Took us all morning to get 35
bluelines then headed over to the golden grounds.
First couple of stops didn't produce anything but
dogs. Finally found an area not totally infested
with dogs and connected with 7 goldens. Even
hand cranked 2 on the jig with one around 30 Ibs.
Good day on the water breaking us out of cabin
fever. Final tally 35 blueline, 7 golden, and about
150 dogs. - Mike Avery

https://www.facebook.com/norfolk.anglersclub
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Your gear can help aid what you are feeling, a
sensitive rod for this species is important and
extremely helpful. | use a conventional rod, the
Shimano Trevala Jigging Casting Rod TVC-66H,
6'6". These rods are rated for braid line 80 to
200 pounds heavy action medium fast. |
combine this rod with a Diawa Saltist 50 reel,
gear ratio 6:3:1. | use power pro braid as my
mainline because it is sensitive but very durable,
and it sinks better than mono which is better for
deep dropping. | use either 50 or 60 Ib. power
pro for the mainline, and | must admit, this set
up is lethal and a true asset for most of my deep
dropping adventures. The extra line it holds
gives me peace of mind out there too. It is
especially important when tog fishing because
tog love to wrap themselves around the wrecks.
Togs are amazing wreck divers, snags will and
do happen! So, as long as you can get them
away from the wreck quickly, you have a good
chance of landing them.

Don't be afraid to move around on a wreck. Tog
bites have been known to occur 25 feet away
from a person who has caught nothing. It's quite
common actually; it's no surprise that you’ll see
3 or 4 guys leaning on one side of the boat.
That's usually how you know they are tog
fishing. | have on many occasions either let line
out or taken line in by 10 or 15 feet increments
at a time when the bite begins to slow, only to
start hooking up again right after. | call this
working the anchor line. If you are

tog fishing and the conditions are right and you are not getting bites after 10 minutes, then move. Work your anchor
line for as long as you have wreck or debris located under you and if still no successes then reanchor.

Togs are sneaky critters by there very nature and the bigger they are, the sneakier and smarter they are. This is why
bait presentation is so important. If you use quarters of crabs make sure your hook isn't too visible, hide it in the
knuckle. If you use half or whole crab, give a pull at your bait, if it is secure then drop it. Otherwise, you could be
wasting your effort, your bait, and your time. These fish are masters at taking the bait off the hook and have a
reputation for it. Which leads me to my final tip. Once you have a tog biting, don't prematurely set the hook. You
may feel a tap at first; wait until you feel a pressure increase with another tap or two. This is when the tog is moving
the bait to the back of his mouth, so now attempt to set the hook. Bam! Got um!

There are so many things to think about with this species, including diet, anchoring techniques, habitat, water
temperature, hook setting tips, moon phase and tides. There are different techniques for catching tautog in the bay
vs. offshore, catching & using fiddlers, different rigs for different situations etc. | consider all of these when | fish for
tautog; | mention these items in my tautog seminars. My goal here was to simply provide a few useful tips while out
on the water, not replace a seminar.

A special thank you goes to CAPT Wes Blow for this trip he invited me to. He really goes above and beyond to
prepare for these trips.

Tight Lines Everyone - Beth Synowiec






What is a Virginia fuels tax refund?

Virginia law allows a refund of the Virginia Fuels Tax either in whole or in part for uses eligible for a refund. The
fuel purchases must be in quantities of at least five gallons at a time to qualify. Refunds are granted in accordance
with the provisions of Virginia Code §58.1-2261 to any person who establishes they have paid the fuels tax and used
or sold such fuel for one of the eligible uses as stated in §58.1-2259 of the Virginia Code. The refund application
must be received by DMV within one year from the date of the fuel purchase shown on the paid ticket or invoice.

Do I qualify for a refund?
Check with www.dmvnow.com for the list and description of eligible uses that qualify. The Virginia fuels tax must
have been paid on the fuel. Some eligible uses are;
Boats - Commercial Fishing
Boats - Commercial Watercraft
Boats - Recreational and Pleasure Watercraft
Diesel Vehicle Refund

How do I apply for a refund?

Go to DMV’s online Fuels Tax Refund System
at dmvnow.com. Registration is required the first
time you use this system, thereafter, simply logon
with your email address and the four-digit pin
number you have chosen for your account. Once
you've submitted your claim you can review your
claim process through your online account.

What information do I need to file a refund?

To submit a refund claim, you will need to
provide the refund claim period, number of
gallons, fuel type (gas, diesel, etc.), how the fuel
was used, and other information required for the
type of refund claim you are submitting. The
system will guide you through the application
process and display messages when the fuel
receipts or other documentation is required to be
submitted to DMV.

Do I need to send in fuel receipts?
First time applicants, except for diesel vehicle
refund claims for vehicles registered in Virginia, are
required to send in fuel receipts/tickets/invoices and
other documentation to support their first refund
claim. Receipts must have a date no more than
12 months prior to the date the refund application is received at DMV. Documentation must meet the following
requirements:
eIndicate the exact date of purchase (month/day/year).
¢Include the number of gallons and type of fuel purchased.
e Show the amount paid for the fuel.
* Must include the seller’s name and their physical location/address in Virginia.
*Must be readable. lllegible, altered, or duplicate invoices/tickets/receipts will not be accepted.
*Must be in date order.
¢ Credit card receipts must have all of the required information listed above.
eInvoices for bulk fuel purchases must also show the amount of fuels tax charged/paid.
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The Fisherman's Journal

The Fisherman's Journal has been used by recreational
anglers since 2007. It is intended to benefit the individual
angler, the fishing community, and fishery managers. le~ o & m, v m ol e

It allows the individual angler to keep a record of their fishing experience that can be used to identify successful
locations and conditions in the future. It allows the fishing community to share and learn about other anglers'
experiences. Finally, it will benefit fishery managers by allowing them to assess fish populations by analyzing data
provided by you, the recreational fisherman.

Logging onto the VMRC website and establishing a User Name & Password is easy and allows you to record
your Trip Info & Catch, as well as, meeting the requirement for mandatory reporting of Tilefish/Grouper landings
and the new regulation requiring Spring Trophy Season Striped Bass reporting.

Reporting all your catches, kept
& released, provides valuable
information to our Fisheries
Management Division




Norfolk Anglers Club Canned Food Drive

The Norfolk Anglers Club is continuing our Canned Food Drive. So, please bring a non-
perishable food item to the next meeting. We've got a labeled box at the entrance of

the Banquet Room to collect your donation. When you donate you get a free raffle
ticket to the evening's drawing.

Vessel Safety Checks

Spring is here! and warmer temperatures means more families will be out on the water. Why
not take the time now to schedule your FREE Vessel Safety Check?

Vessel Safety Check or VSC, is available from the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
or the U.S. Power Squadrons. Each have certified vessel examiners who will
perform a free VSC on your boat. It's always a risk-free opportunity to have
an expert review with you required safety and recommended equipment for a
vessel your size. They'll provide you a written report of the safety check and
if discrepancies are noted what actions are needed to comply with regulations.

To learn more about VSC or to schedule your check visit the USCG Auxiliary and
U.S. Power Squadron websites at;
USCG Auxiliary http://cgaux.org/vsc/
U.S. Power Squadron http://www.usps.org/localusps/hamptonroads/index_files/VSC.htm

Virginia Marine Resource Commission (VMRC) Mobile App

Need to renew your Fisherman's Identification Program registration? How
about check up on the latest recreational fishing regulations? Want to look up
the gps position of the artificial reef you're heading to?

It's easy to do with the Virginia Marine Resource Commission's latest update
to their Mobile App.

Other things you can connect to are VMRC Contact Info; to report boating
accidents, emergencies, and report violations, and the Virginia Saltwater
Journal; to record your trip, catch, or make required landing reports for
Grouper/Tilefish and soon Trophy Season Striped Bass landings.

Visit the Marine Resource Commission's website for additional information
and installation instructions at;

http://www.mrc.virginia.gov/mobile/



VMRC Public Hearing Pertaining to the Taking of Striped Bass: March 24, 2015

March 24, 2015: The Virginia Marine Resource Commission voted the following actions to
achieve Atlantic States Marine Fisheries required 25% reduction to Coastal Striped Bass harvest
and the 20.5% reduction in the Chesapeake Bay harvest;

- Coastal regulations remain 1 Fish per person per day minimum 28 inches in total length

- Bay season minimum size limit raised from 18 inches to 20 inches

- Trophy Season (Coastal: May 1-15 and Bay: May 1-June 15) minimum rasied from 32 inches

to 36 inches. This emergency action will be finalized at a Public Hearing on April 28th.

Virginia Boating Safety Education Requirements & Boater Safety Certification Class

If you're 50 years or younger you're required to have completed a Boating Safety Education
Course by July 1, 2015. By July 2016, all motorboat operators will be required to have completed
a course.

Now, if you're waiting for a course offering you're in luck. On Saturday, April 18th from 9:00am
to 3:00pm at course is offered at the Foundry United Methodist Church.

Virginia Boating Safety Education Requirements

In 2007, the Virginia General Assembly enacted a
law to establish a boating safety education
compliance requirement. The requirement for boating
safety education is phased-in over several years and
applies to all Personal Watercraft (PWC)* operators
and operators of boats with motors of 10hp and
greater according to the following schedule:

1. All PWC operators, regardless of age, and
motorboat operators 30 years of age or younger shall
meet the requirements by July 1, 2012;

2. Motorboat operators 40 years of age or younger
shall meet the requirements by July 1, 2013;

3. Motorboat operators 45 years of age or younger
shall meet the requirements by July 1, 2014;

4. Motorboat operators 50 years of age or younger
shall meet the requirements by July 1, 2015;

All motorboat operators, regardless of age, shall meet
the requirements by July 1, 2016.
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Next meeting only hats
will be available, contact
the editor if need a T-
Shirt. $15.00 for short
sleeve/hats, $18.00 for
long sleeve.

)» ADMIT ONE<(

Wear your Norfolk Anglers
Club Tee-Shirt to the meeting
and get a free raffle ticket!!

(2)M & (1)3X

8 left

8 left

8 left

)XL
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